[The clinical spectrum of progressive multifocal leukoencephalopathy: differences and similarities in patients with and without human immunodeficiency virus].
To analyse the clinical findings, complementary examinations and prognosis of patients with progressive multifocal leukoencephalopathy (PML) treated in our institution, comparing populations with and without associated human immunodeficiency virus (HIV). A retrospective study of the medical records of patients with probable or definite PML was carried out. Clinical variables, complementary studies (cerebrospinal fluid, magnetic resonance imaging of the brain) and prognostic variables were analysed. Non-parametric statistical tests were used to compare HIV-positive and HIV non-positive populations. Fourteen patients with definite and one probable diagnosis of PML were included. Nine patients had PML associated with HIV; five had other immunosuppressive conditions (two, chronic lymphatic leukaemia; one, multiple sclerosis; one, neuromyelitis optica; and one, neurosarcoidosis); and one, no obvious immunosuppressive condition. The population with HIV presented heterogeneous dirty-appearing white matter lesions more frequently (77.7% versus 16.67%; p = 0.0247) in the cerebral MRI. No other significant differences were identified in the remaining variables analysed. HIV/AIDS is the pathology most frequently associated with PML. With the use of immunomodulator drugs its appearance is reported in a variety of other diseases. Heterogeneous dirty-appearing white matter lesions were significantly more common in HIV patients.